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GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL
Howard Auditorium, 1610 Hawkins Street,

Georgetown, SC
 

AGENDA

 

     

1. INVOCATION

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. SPECIAL REPORTS /PRESENTATIONS

4.a Nonprofit Spotlight - FAVOR Grand Strand

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS

6. CONSENT AGENDA

6.a Procurement #24-016, EagleView Imagery Services & Software

7. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

7.a Waccamaw Center for Mental Health Board

8. RESOLUTIONS / PROCLAMATIONS

8.a Resolution No. 24-03 - A Resolution Approving and Authorizing
the Application for a USDA Rural Business Development
Opportunity Grant and All Necessary Acts and Matters Relating
Thereto.

9. THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES

9.a Ordinance No. 23-45 - An Ordinance to amend the Pavilion
Square Flexible Design District (FDD), a parcel located on the
southwest corner of Highway 17 and Petigru Drive in Pawleys
Island identified as TMS #04-0161-016-00-00, to allow for a larger
retail store.

10. SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES



10.a Ordinance No. 24-04 - An Ordinance to amend the FY24
Operating Budget of Georgetown County.

11. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES

11.a Ordinance No. 24-05 - An Ordinance to amend the
Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use (FLU) map, regarding 8.3
acres of TMS# 04-0158-060-00-00, located along U.S. Hwy 17 in
Pawleys Island, from Conservation Preservation to Medium
Density Residential.

11.b Ordinance No. 24-06 - An Ordinance to Amend the Official Zoning
Map of Georgetown County, Regarding 8.3 Acres of TMS #04-
0158-060-00-00, Located Along US Hwy Hwy 17 in Pawleys, from
General Commercial Along US Hwy 17 in Pawleys Island, From
General Commercial (GC) and General Residential (GR) to a
Flexible Design District.

12. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

12.a Regular Council Meeting - February 13, 2024

13. LEGAL BRIEFING / EXECUTIVE SESSION

13.a Receive legal counsel/discuss legal matters and negotiations
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-70(a)(2)

14. OPEN SESSION

15. ADJOURNMENT



Item Number:  4.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  SPECIAL REPORTS /PRESENTATIONS  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Information

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Georgetown County and the Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation are partnering to spotlight a local nonprofit at
each County Council meeting. This week's featured nonprofit is FAVOR Grand Strand. Ayla Dyer will
present. 

CURRENT STATUS:
N/A

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
FAVOR Grand Strand promotes long-term recovery from substance-use disorder through support,
education, and advocacy by working with addicts and their families.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

OPTIONS:
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
This item is presented for information only.

ATTORNEY REVIEW:



Item Number:  6.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  CONSENT AGENDA  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: Purchasing

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Procurement #24-016, EagleView Imagery Services & Software

CURRENT STATUS:
In 2016, the County entered into a contract with Pictometry International Corporation dba
EagleView to procure flyover imagery services over Georgetown County for GIS mapping use.  A
second flyover was done in a few years later to obtain updated data.  The County is now requesting
a new three (3) year contract to obtain a new flyover with updated data for the next three (3) years. 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
1) Renewal of software is an exemption under the Procurement ordinance.  However, the imagery
flyover capture will be procured utilizing a Sole Source Justification. 
 
2) Services include an updated flyover and imaging capture, EagleView Cloud Software and offline
copy, EagleView Cloud comprehensive integration bundle, EagleView Cloud authorized
subdivsions, EagleView Cloud early access, EagleView Cloud ChangeFinder, EagleView Cloud
Disaster Response Program, and EagleView Cloud Capture History. 
 
3)  The Assessor is requesting an updated flyover to aid in the 2025 Reassessment which will
consist of the review of 57,400 properties.  The program will allow the five (5) County appraisers
the ability to view the properties and measure them with accuracy.  This software is unlike similar
products as it allows side views as well as top views of properties.   

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Funding is allocated annually split 50% to GL account number 010.127-50431 General Fund. 
Assessor-Other Professional Services and 50% to GL account number 504.901-50431
Stormwater Management Fund. Non-Departmental-Other Professional Services.

OPTIONS:
1)  Approve a new contract to Pictometry International Corporation dba EagleView total contract
cost of $156,919.50 to be billed annually over the next three (3) years.
2)  Decline staff's recommendation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
County staff have reviewed and recommend another flyover be done to update the software
accordingly for the upcoming 2025 Reassessment.  The ortho imagery allows the Assessor's
office to look at property with side views to identify each area as to living area vs. porches and aide
in seeing building materials and other taxable items.  It also aids the Assessor's office with the
appeal process by allowing a taxpayer to visually see the property and items in question with a



definite time frame.  The Assessor finds this software to be an indispensable tool to aid in their
daily work.  With the aid of the new fly over their office can find new structures that were missed
through the permit process or were constructed without a permit.  The change finder is a product
that highlights new and changed areas to a property to help find new items.    

ATTORNEY REVIEW:
No

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Recommendation from Mr. Tim Holt, Georgetown
County Assessor Cover Memo

24-016 Sole Source Justification Form Cover Memo







Item Number:  7.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: County Council

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Waccamaw Center for Mental Health Board

CURRENT STATUS:
One of three seats nominated by Georgetown County on the Waccamaw Center for Mental Health Board is currently
vacant. 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
The Waccamaw Center for Mental Health Board is a regional board consisting of fifteen (15) members representing
Horry, Williamsburg, and Georgetown Counties.  Each county is allotted a number of seats based on county
population. 
 
Currently, three members of the MCMH Board represent Georgetown County. These individuals are nominated by
Georgetown County Council on an 'at large' basis. Based on County Council's recommendation, appointments to the
Board are made by the Governor.
 
An application has been received from Ms. Teresa Robinette to serve on the Waccamaw Center for Mental Health
Board. The Waccamaw Center for Mental Health supports Ms. Robinette's nomination, and has requested County
Council's favorable consideration. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
n/a

OPTIONS:
1.Nominate Ms. Teresa Robinette to serve on the Waccamaw Center for Mental Health Board. 
2. Decline appointment. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Recommendation for nomination of Teresa Robinette for appointment to the Waccamaw Center for Mental Health
Board. 

ATTORNEY REVIEW:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
WCMH Board - Teresa Robinette Application Backup Material





Item Number:  8.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  RESOLUTIONS / PROCLAMATIONS  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: County Administrator

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Resolution No. 24-03 - A Resolution Approving and Authorizing the  Application for a USDA Rural
Business Development Opportunity Grant and All Necessary Acts and Matters Relating Thereto. 

CURRENT STATUS:
By act of the South Carolina Legislature the South Carolina State Ports Authority transferred the Port
of Georgetown real property, including buildings, fixtures, and certain equipment, to the County of
Georgetown by deed on or about June 30, 2023.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
Since taking ownership of the Georgetown Port the County has been engaged in evaluations and
studies of the condition of the property and existing structures, ongoing operations at the Port, and
other matters related to the use, development, and future of the Port.
 
Through the USDA Rural Business Development Grant Program, Rural Business Opportunity Grant
(RBOG), funds may be available to provide additional and needed resources for the County in its
ongoing evaluations and development of the Port.
 
The application of the Rural Business Opportunity Grant requires the approval of the County Council.
County Council has determined that the application and acceptance of a RBOG, if awarded, would
benefit the economic development of the Georgetown County; would be directly and substantially
benefit the County and the citizens and residents of the County, and would be in the best interest of
Georgetown County and the public good. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

OPTIONS:
1. Adopt Resolution No. 23-04.
2. Do no adopt Resolution No. 23-04. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Adopt Resolution No. 23-04, to approve application for a Rural Business Development Grant, and, if
awarded, the acceptance of the grant by the County.

ATTORNEY REVIEW:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type



Description Type
Resolution No. 24-03 Resolution Letter



 

HSB 7007292 v.1  

GEORGETOWN COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 24-03 

 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR A 
USDA RURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY GRANT AND ALL 

NECESSARY ACTS AND MATTERS RELATING THERETO. 
 

 
WHEREAS, Georgetown County, South Carolina (the “County”), acting by and through 

its County Council (the “Council”), is authorized and empowered pursuant to the Code of Laws 
of South Carolina 1976, as amended, to carry out acts necessary for the good government and 
wellbeing of its citizens. 

WHEREAS, by act of the South Carolina Legislature the South Carolina State Ports 
Authority transferred the Port of Georgetown real property, including buildings, fixtures, and 
certain equipment, to the County of Georgetown by deed on or about June 30, 2023. 

WHEREAS, since taking ownership of the Georgetown Port the County has been engaged 
in evaluations and studies of the condition of the property and existing structures, ongoing 
operations at the Port, and other matters related to the use, development, and future of the Port.  

WHEREAS, through the USDA Rural Business Development Grant Program, Rural 
Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG), funds may be available to provide additional and needed 
resources for the County in its ongoing evaluations and development of the Port. 

  
WHEREAS the application of the Rural Business Opportunity Grant requires the approval 

of the County Council. 

WHEREAS, the County Council has determined, inter alia, that the application and 
acceptance of a RBOG, if awarded, would benefit the economic development of the Georgetown 
County; would be directly and substantially benefit the County and the citizens and residents of 
the County, and would be in the best interest of Georgetown County and the public good. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council that: 

The Georgetown County Council, as an act of and on behalf of the County, does expressly 
approve the application for a RBOG and, if awarded, the acceptance of the grant by the County. 

The Chairman of the County Council, the County Administrator, the Economic  
Development Director, and County Attorney, each and all, are authorized and directed to take such 
action as may be necessary and proper thereto on behalf of the County. 

This Resolution shall take effect and be in full force upon adoption by the Council. 

 
Done in meeting duly assembled this  day of     , 2024. 
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GEORGETOWN COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
By: __________________________________________ 
       Louis R. Morant, Chairman, County Council 
       Georgetown County, South Carolina 

[SEAL] 

Attest: 

By: ________________________________________ 
       Theresa E. Floyd, Clerk to Council 
       Georgetown County, South Carolina 



Item Number:  9.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning / Zoning

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Ordinance No. 23-45 -  An Ordinance to amend the Pavilion Square Flexible Design District (FDD), a
parcel  located on the southwest corner of Highway 17 and Petigru Drive in Pawleys Island identified
as TMS #04-0161-016-00-00, to allow for a larger retail store.  
 
 A request from Dan Stacy of Oxner and Stacy Law Firm as agent for 3J7B Real Estate, LLC to
amend the Pavilion Square Flexible Design District (FDD) to allow for a larger retail store.  The
property is located on the west side of Hwy 17 just south of Petigru Drive in Pawleys Island.  TMS#
04-0161-016-00-00.  Case Number RZE2023-00041.

CURRENT STATUS:
The ±4 acre subject property contains one parcel and is currently undeveloped.  The front of the tract
is wooded and the rear is cleared.  Council rezoned this tract from General Commercial (GC) to a
Flexible Design District (FDD) in June of 2015 (Ordinance 2015-19) to allow for multiple commercial
uses.  The FDD was amended in 2017 to allow for a grocery store.  The FDD was amended a second
time in 2019 to revert back to the 2015 plan showing restaurant, retail and office space.  A coffee shop
was recently constructed on an outparcel of the FDD. 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
1.  The property under consideration is located on the southwest corner of Highway 17 and
Petigru Drive in Pawleys Island.  The tract contains frontage on both Highway 17 and Petigru. 
 
2.  The original (2015) approval included this large parcel and the coffee shop outparcel and
was for a mix of retail, office (including medical), restaurants and other commercial uses for a
total of 35,250 square feet for a 4.82 acre tract.  The 2017 amendment affected the entire 4.82
acres and was for an amended layout to include a 35,962 square foot grocery store only.  The
grocery store subsequently backed out and in 2019, Council amended the FDD again to revert
back to the previously approved plan of 35,250 SF of mixed commercial space. 

 
3.  In April of 2023, a certificate of occupancy was issued for a 510 square foot coffee shop
along the Highway 17 frontage. 

 
4. The applicant is requesting an amendment to the FDD plan to allow for a 19,432 square foot
retail store at the rear of the parcel with a possible 2,800 square foot expansion and an
additional future retail or office building with an estimated footprint of 6,850 square feet along
the Highway 17 frontage.  The new layout for the development necessitated yet another
amendment to the FDD based on Section 631.132 of the Zoning Ordinance.

 

Use SF
Future Retail 19,432



Future Retail 19,432
Expansion 2,800
Future
Retail/Office

6,850

Coffee Shop 510
Total 29,592 SF

 
 

5 .  This project falls within the Waccamaw Neck Commercial Corridor Overlay Zone.  Both
proposed buildings will have to comply with the architectural requirements of this zone which
includes a 6/12 pitch for 50% of the roof.      

 
6.   The plan conforms to the FDD’s 90 foot setback off Highway 17, 33 foot setback off
Petigru Drive, a 10 foot side yard setback and a 15 foot rear yard setback. 

 
7.   The applicant's original submittal showed two access points for the retail store in the rear off
Petigru Drive.  One access point was previously approved by SCDOT (permit 18846) and is
installed.  A second access is shown across from the entrance into the Publix shopping center. 
SCDOT previously indicated that this curb cut was too close to the curve on Petigru to the west
of the site.  SCDOT will need to approve the second Petigru curb cut.  Section 1103.303 of the
Zoning Ordinance requires a 150 foot separation between entrances on a secondary road.  The
proposed second entrance is 155 feet west of the installed entrance. A previous approval gave
the applicant the ability to alter the number and location of driveways on Petigru with SCDOT
approval.
 
At the Planning Commission meeting the applicant agreed to remove the new,
proposed most western access on Petigru.  The attached revised site plan reflects this
change. 

 
The plan also shows a shared access with the existing coffee shop.  No additional curb cut is
shown off Highway 17 for the future retail or office building, but a SCDOT encroachment permit
(18846) was approved for this location for the 2019 plan. 

 
The 2019 plan indicated a proposed stub out to the adjacent auto sales business to the south. 
This should be included in the revised plan. 

 
8.   The plan shows a total of 102 parking spaces for the retail store in the rear including four
handicapped spaces.  This FDD requires one space for every 200 square feet for retail stores
(111 spaces including the expansion and 97 spaces without the expansion) Parking spaces are
not shown for the future retail/office building at this time.  The exact use is unknown for this
portion of the tract.   
 
The plan as proposed has a 30.7% pervious/69.3% impervious ratio which complies with the
30%/70% requirement for commercial development. 

 
No loading zones are shown, but there is a truck well shown at the rear of the building.  

 
9.  Georgetown County Stormwater issued a land disturbance permit for this site in 2015.  Site

work was completed and approved.  The applicant will need to submit a modification showing
the new layout prior to further land disturbance. 

 



 
10.  The FDD requires landscaping at a rate of 1.5 times that required elsewhere in the Zoning
Ordinance (Section 631.6), so 15% of the parking area must be landscape areas including both
landscape islands and perimeter areas.  A landscape plan has not been provided.  Section
1203.2 of the buffer ordinance requires a shade tree within 50 feet of each parking spaces. 
Landscape islands will need to be added to some of the parking rows to meet this requirement. 

 
11. The rear of the site has been cleared of trees based on the previously approved site plan. 

 
12. The proposed plan shows two new free-standing signs – one along Highway 17 and one for
Petigru Drive.  The main id signs will be required to comply with the Waccamaw Neck
Commercial Corridor Overlay Zone sign requirements including the following:

 
·       Monument style
·       Maximum height of 15 feet for a single tenant use
·       Illumination from a steady, stationary light source
·       Opaque backgrounds with matte finish.
·       Electronic readerboards prohibited

 
Building signs are not addressed.  They will need to meet the General Commercial sign
regulations found in the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
13. The Planning Commission approved a traffic impact analysis for this development in 2015
which showed a total of 3,295 ADT's.  The study was revised in 2017 to reflect a new grocery
store with a total of 3,561 daily trips with 122 AM peak hour trips and 221 PM peak hour trips. 
The peak hour traffic was reduced when changing from the retail/office layout to the larger retail
store layout.  No capacity improvements were recommended in the study.
 
Staff estimates that the proposed plan would generate a total of 2,524 ADT's for a reduction of
1,037 trips from the 2017 approval and a total of 243 PM peak trips.  
 
14. The intent of the FDD is to “provide opportunities to create more desirable environments for
single or mixed use developments through the application of flexible and diversified land
development standards under a comprehensive review process.”  Section 613.114 of the
ordinance requires a narrative from the applicant addressing how the project better impacts the
natural and human environment than a more typical commercial district.  The original applicant
for this tract addressed this by referencing the use of permeable pavers to treat runoff from the
site, the reduction in impervious area, the shared access off Highway 17 in lieu of an additional
curb cut, the use of the side street for access and the increased amount of landscaping as
examples of a better natural and human environment beyond a typical commercial development.
 
15. If the amendment is approved, staff recommended the following conditions:
 

A detailed parking and landscape plan showing 1.5 times the required amount must
be submitted and approved by staff prior to any land disturbance.   Depending on
the specific use/building size, additional parking may be required.  The plan should
meet the minimum requirements of Section 1102 of the Zoning Ordinance. Shared
parking with the future retail/office development in the front may be used. Parking
lot lighting shall use white or off white light sources and be shielded from the right
of way and from adjacent properties.
A connection to the commercial property to the south should be shown along the
front of the tract.



front of the tract.
The 30%/70% pervious/impervious ratio shall be maintained for the entire
remaining ±4 acres. 
Final approval from SCDOT. 
Approval from County Stormwater/OCRM for a land disturbance plan modification.
Final approval from GCWSD.    
All structures and signage shall meet the requirements of the Waccamaw Neck
Commercial Corridor Overlay Zone.  In addition to the signage requirements
provided on the conceptual plan, all other requirements of Article X, Sign
Ordinance shall apply with the exception of the allowance for two main id signs due
to the double road frontage.    

 
16.  The Planning Commission  held a public hearing on this request at their November 16th
meeting.  Three people spoke citing concerns about traffic, pedestrian activity, pervious
pavement, the need for an updated traffic study, the lack of crosswalks/sidewalks and the
number of other stores in the area.  The Commission voted 5 to 1 to approve the staff
recommendation with the one curb cut on Petigru Drive.  
 
UPDATE:  Staff has discussed the need for a future multi-purpose path in this area with the
applicant.  The applicant's property has 335.6 feet of frontage along Petigru Drive.  The revised
ordinance adds a requirement for a provision of funds equal to the cost of construction for 335.6
linear feet of a 10 foot wide path to go towards future construction of the path in this area.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
not applicable 

OPTIONS:
1. Approve as recommended by PC
2. Approve an amended request
3. Deny request
4. Defer for further information

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Recommendation for approval of Ordinance No. 23-45.
 
NOTE:  A motion to amend will be required at 3rd reading to incorporate amended text. 

ATTORNEY REVIEW:
Yes

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Ordinance No. 23-45 Pavillion Square - amended for

3rd Ordinance
zoning map Backup Material
aerial map Backup Material
FLU map Backup Material
google earth image Backup Material



google earth image Backup Material
application Backup Material
Revised site plan Backup Material



(as amended 2/13/24) 

 
 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   ) 
                )  ORDINANCE NO. 23-45 
COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN     ) 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PAVILION SQUARE FLEXIBLE DESIGN 
DISTRICT REGARDING TMS NUMBER 04-0161-016-00-00, LOCATED NEAR 
THE CORNER OF THE INTERSECTION OF US HIGHWAY 17 AND PETIGRU 
DRIVE, TO ALLOW FOR A LARGER RETAIL STORE              
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS OF 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN COUNTY COUNCIL 
ASSEMBLED TO AMEND THE PAVILION SQUARE FLEXIBLE DESIGN 
DISTRICT, SPECIFICALLY TMS NUMBER 04-0161-016-00-00, TO ALLOW 
FOR A LARGER RETAIL STORE AS REFLECTED ON THE ATTACHED MAP 
TITLED “CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN” WITH THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS: 
 

1. A detailed parking and landscape plan showing 1.5 times the required 
amount must be submitted and approved by staff prior to any land 
disturbance.    Depending on the specific use/building size, additional 
parking may be required.  The plan should meet the minimum 
requirements of Section 1102 of the Zoning Ordinance. Shared parking 
with the future retail/office development in the front may be used. Parking 
lot lighting shall use white or off white light sources and be shielded from 
the right of way and from adjacent properties.  

2. A connection to the commercial property to the south shall be shown 
along the front of the tract.  

3. The 30%/70% pervious/impervious ratio shall be maintained for the entire 
remaining ±4 acres.   

4. Final approvals from GCWSD and SCDOT.  
5. Approval from County Stormwater/OCRM for a land disturbance plan 

modification. 
6. All structures and signage shall meet the requirements of the Waccamaw 

Neck Commercial Corridor Overlay Zone.  In addition to the signage 
requirements provided on the conceptual plan, all other requirements of 
Article X, Sign Ordinance shall apply with the exception of the allowance 
for two main id signs due to the double road frontage.     

7. The owner shall provide funds equal to the construction cost for 335.6 
linear feet of a 10 foot wide, concrete multi-purpose path based on the cost 
estimate dated February 8, 2024 in order to facilitate a future path along 
Petigru Drive.   
 

DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED THIS __________ DAY OF _______________, 2024. 
 

 
 
 



(as amended 2/13/24) 

 
 
___________________________________ (SEAL) 
Louis R. Morant 
Chairman, Georgetown County Council 

___________________ 
Theresa Floyd 
Clerk to Council 
 
This Ordinance, No. 23-45 has been reviewed by me and is hereby approved as to form 
and legality.      
     _____________________________________ 

John D. Watson III 
     Georgetown County Attorney 
 
First Reading: _______________________________ 
 
Second Reading: _____________________________ 
 
Third Reading: _______________________________ 
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Item Number:  10.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Ordinance No. 24-04 - An Ordinance to amend the FY23 Operating Budget of Georgetown County.

CURRENT STATUS:
Pending Approval 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
Ordinance No. 24-04 amends the current operating budget to appropriate funding for unforeseen costs
some of which were previously approved by County Council as detailed within the body of the proposed
ordinance. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
As disclosed in the attached Ordinance. 

OPTIONS:
1. Adopt Ordinance No.24-04.
2. Do not adopt Ordinance No. 24-04. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Approve second reading of Ordinance No. 24-04.
 
NOTE:  This ordinance was submitted by title only at first reading, therefore a motion to amend will be
required at second reading to include text. 
 

ATTORNEY REVIEW:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Ordinance No. 24-04 Ordinance



 
 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA     ) 
                                                        )    ORDINANCE # 24-04    
COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN       ) 

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 2023/2024 BUDGET ORDINANCE ADOPTED BY 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
 
  
Section 1: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $1,597,737 for the purchase and 

installation of new HVAC units at the Judicial Center. Funding for this project will come from 
fund balance in the General Fund. This appropriation was approved at the November 14, 
2023 County Council meeting.  

 
Section 2: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $169,077 for the necessary repairs to 

the Historical Courthouse due to the December 2023, flooding event. Funding for this 
project will come from fund balance in the General Fund. This appropriation was approved 
at the January 23, 2024 County Council meeting.  

 
Section 3: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $24,800, to allow for the necessary 

upgrades to the Energov software for the implementation of the new impact fee schedule. 
Funding for this project will come from fund balance in the General Fund. 

 
Section 4: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $105,000 for the Land Use Element 

component of the Comprehensive Plan. This project was budgeted in fiscal year 2022/23 
but not completed by year end. Funding will come from the fund balance of the General 
Fund.  

 
Section 5: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $103,000, to allow for additional 

funding received from the State of South Carolina for mini-bottle revenue to be distributed 
to the Georgetown County Alcohol & Drug Abuse Commission. Funding for this 
appropriation will come from the State of South Carolina.  

 
Section 6: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $74,350, to allow for the purchase of 

equipment for the Parks and Recreation Department. Funding for this appropriation will 
come from Accommodation Tax revenues.  

 
Section 7: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $75,000, to allow for the South 

Carolina State mandated elected and appointed official’s salary supplement.  Funding for 
this appropriation will come from South Carolina State Salary Supplements revenue. 

  
Section 8: Appropriations in the General Fund are increased by $103,800, to allow for the South 

Carolina State mandated elected and appointed official’s salary supplement.  Funding for 
this appropriation will come from South Carolina State Salary Supplements revenue. 

 
Section 9: Appropriations in the County Fire District I Fund are increased by $90,000, for the purchase 

of new bunker gear. This appropriation was approved in the General Fund as part of the 
original budget Ordinance 22-13 for fiscal year 2023/24, however it was not appropriated in 
County Fire District I Fund.  

 
 



Section 10:  Appropriations in the Midway Fire District II Fund are increased by a total of $200,000 for 
repairs to various Fire Stations. This appropriation was approved in the General Fund as 
part of the original budget Ordinance 22-13 for fiscal year 2023/24, however it was not 
appropriated in Midway Fire District II Fund.  

 
Section 11: Appropriations in the Midway Fire District II Fund are increased by $100,000, to allow for 

the of two new staff vehicles. Funding for this project will come from fund balance in the 
Midway Fire District II Fund. This purchase was approved at the December 12, 2023, 
County Council meeting.  

 
Section 12: Appropriations in the Midway Fire District II Fund are increased by $3,470, to allow for the 

purchase of a torque tank and V straps. Funding for this appropriation will come from 
Contributions and Donations received by the Midway Fire District II Fund.  

 
Section 13: Appropriations in Accommodations Tax Fund are increased by $176,790, to allow for the 

purchase of a compacting trailer for the Parks and Recreation department and a boat for 
County Fire District I. Funding for these purchases will come from fund balance in the 
Accommodations Tax Fund. This appropriation was approved at the December 12, 2023, 
County Council meeting.  

 
Section 14: Appropriations in the Special Economic Development Fund are increased by $400,000, to 

allow for the purchase of land associated with the Zilmit Property Rail Spur located at the 
Andrews Industrial Park. Funding for this project will come from fund balance in the Special 
Economic Development Fund.  

  
Section 15: Appropriations in the Law Enforcement Fund are increased by $22,839, to allow for the 

purchase of body armor and body worn cameras. Funding for this appropriations will come 
from South Carolina State grant revenue.  

 
Section 16: Appropriations in the Law Enforcement Fund are increased by $80,000, to allow for the 

purchase of 4 each ATV and 2 each side-by-side utility vehicles. Funding for this 
appropriations will come from fund balance in the Law Enforcement Fund and was 
approved at the February 13, 2024, County Council meeting.  

 
Section 17: Appropriations in the Sheriff’s Federally Seized Asset Fund are increased by $28,000 for 

the purchase of two K-9 dogs and the associated training. Funding for this purchase will 
come from fund balance and unanticipated revenues in the Sheriff’s Federally Seized 
Asset Fund.  

 
Section 18: Appropriations in the Debt Service – Bond Fund are increased by $3,500,000 to allow for 

the June 2024 principal and interest payment as well as closing costs associated with the 
February bond issue for the construction of the new Detention Center. Funding for this 
appropriation will come from fund balance is the Debt Service – Bond Fund.   

 
Section 19:  Appropriations in the Capital Equipment Replacement Fund are increased by $110,000, for 

the purchase of equipment to outfit the two new pumper truck budgeted in fiscal year 2024. 
This appropriation was approved in the General Fund as part of the original budget 
Ordinance 22-13 for fiscal year 2023/24, however it was not appropriated in Capital 
Equipment Replacement Fund.  

 
Section 20:  Appropriations in the Environmental Services Fund are increased by $160,000 for the 

purchase of a replacement DF27 Dozer. Funding for this purchase will come from 
insurance claims reimbursement from our insurance carrier and fund balance in the 
Environmental Services Fund. This appropriation was approved at the November 14, 2023, 
County Council meeting.  

 



Section 21:  Appropriations in the Environmental Services Fund are increased by $200,000 for the 
unanticipated repairs to two Landfill compactors. Funding for this appropriation will come 
from fund balance in the Environmental Services Fund.  

 
 
Section 22: This Ordinance No. 24-04 shall be effective upon final approval and adoption by 

Georgetown County Council. 
 

 
 
DONE IN REGULAR MEETING THIS               DAY OF                                           , 2024 

 
             
             (Seal) 
        Louis Morant, Chairman 
       Georgetown County Council 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 

__________________________________(Seal) 

Theresa E. Floyd, Clerk to Council 
 
 
 
This Ordinance No. 24-04 has been reviewed by me and is hereby approved as to form and legality. 

 
             (Seal) 
       John D. Watson, III 

Georgetown County Attorney 
 
 

First Reading:  February 13,2024 
 

Second Reading:  February 28, 2024 
 

Third Reading:   



Item Number:  11.a
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: County Council

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Ordinance No. 24-05 - An Ordinance to amend the Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use (FLU)
map, regarding 8.3 acres of TMS# 04-0158-060-00-00, located along U.S. Hwy 17 in Pawleys Island,
from Conservation Preservation to Medium Density Residential.

CURRENT STATUS:
The entire 19.03 acre tract is currently designated as Conservation Preservation on the FLU map.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
1. Staff cannot justify why the entire 19.03 acres is designated as CP when 8.3 acres of this tract is
buildable uplands.

2. Staff researched deeds for this tract and found no evidence of deed restrictions or easements
across this tract for conservation and/or preservation.

3. One single-family home is currently located in the center of the parcel, and will be demolished.

4. With a rezoning of 8.3 acres to a Flexible Design District (FDD), the FLU map will need to be
amended to reflect Medium Density Residential.

5. On 2/15/24, the Planning Commission voted 5-1 in favor of recommending this 8.3 acre tract from
GC and GR to a FDD.  The Commission also voted 5-1 to recommend redesignating this parcel on
the FLU map to Medium Density Residential.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

OPTIONS:

1. Approve as recommend by PC.
2. Deny request.
3. Defer action.
4. Remand to PC for further information.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends approving the amendment to the Future Land Use (FLU) map as recommended by
PC.

ATTORNEY REVIEW:



ATTORNEY REVIEW:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Ordinance No. 24-05 Amendment to FLU Ordinance
Resolution Tanner SIGNED Resolution Letter
FLU Map Backup Material



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   ) 
                                                            )                            ORDINANCE NO. 24-05 
COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN     ) 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, FUTURE LAND 
USE MAP, REGARDING 8.3 ACRES OF TMS NUMBER 04-0158-060-00-00, 
LOCATED ALONG U.S. HWY 17 IN PAWLEYS ISLAND, FROM 
CONSERVATION PRESERVATION TO MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 
 
            BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS OF 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN COUNTY COUNCIL 
ASSEMBLED: 
 

To amend the Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use Map, to reflect the 
redesignation of tax map parcel 04-0158-060-00-00, located along U.S. Hwy 17 
in Pawleys Island, from conservation preservation to medium density residential, 
as reflected on the attached map.               

 
DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED THIS __________ DAY OF ________________, 2024. 

 
 
___________________________________ (SEAL) 
Louis R. Morant 
Chairman, Georgetown County Council 
 

ATTEST: 
 
___________________ 
Theresa Floyd 
Clerk to Council 

 
 

 
This Ordinance, No. 24-05, has been reviewed by me and is hereby approved as to form 
and legality. 
 
                                                           

_______________________________ 
John D. Watson  

     Georgetown County Attorney 
 
First Reading: ______________________ 
 
Second Reading: ____________________ 
 
Third Reading: _____________________ 







Item Number:  11.b
Meeting Date:  2/27/2024
Item Type:  FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES  

 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM
GEORGETOWN COUNTY COUNCIL

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning / Zoning

ISSUE UNDERCONSIDERATION:
Ordinance No. 24-06 - An Ordinance to Amend the Official Zoning Map of Georgetown County,
Regarding 8.3 Acres of TMS #04-0158-060-00-00, Located Along US Hwy Hwy 17 in Pawleys, from
General Commercial Along US Hwy 17 in Pawleys Island, From General Commercial (GC) and
General Residential (GR) to a Flexible Design District. 

CURRENT STATUS:
The property is currently split zoned between General Commercial (GC) [3.22 ac], General
Residential (GR) [5.08 ac], and Conservation Preservation (CP) [10.73 ac] and is located in the heart
of Pawleys Island area of Georgetown County, SC.   The tract currently has one house on it that will be
demolished.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
1 The applicant filed a request to rezone approximately 8.3 acres of a 19.03 acre tract of Mr. Tanner’s
property from General Commercial (GC) and General Residential (GR) to a FDD to allow for a single-
family subdivision of twenty-seven (27) new residential lots.
 
2. The property under consideration for rezoning is located at 10798 Hwy 17 in Pawleys Island.
 
3. The surrounding zoning includes General Commercial (GC) to the west along Hwy 17, a
commercial Planned Development to the north and south, also some other single-family residential
areas to the north and south (GR zoned), and an area of Pawleys salt-water marsh zoned
Conservation Preservation to the east (see Zoning & Aerial Map).
 
4. Proposed Dimensional Standards for the Magic Oaks FDD are as follows:
Setbacks:               Min Lot Area:             Min Lot Width:      Max Height:
 *Front – 20’          8,000 sq. ft.                         **60’                    35’
 Sides – 10’           
 Rear – 15’            
 
*There is a mandatory 90’ setback off U.S. Hwy 17 (Section 409 of the Zoning Ordinance).  Also, a
change in zoning to FDD will give flexibility in the positioning of the proposed homes/structures to
reduce the impact on the larger trees located throughout the site, as well as provide a larger buffer
from the adjoining commercial uses near Hwy 17.  **Lots 15 and 16 will utilize squared off property
lines for yard and setback requirements to save a 52” grand oak tree in a common/open area.
      
5. Lot sizes range from 8,000 sq. ft. to 15,800 sq. ft.   Proposed lots along the marsh are keeping in
line with the size of adjacent marsh-front parcels to the north and south.
 
6. Staff does not consider this as spot zoning since the applicant’s rezoning request is more than two
(2) acres of contiguous land and is adjacent to other single-family residential areas.



(2) acres of contiguous land and is adjacent to other single-family residential areas.
 
7. The FDD zoning district has the intent to provide opportunities to create more desirable
environments for single or mixed-use developments through the application of flexible and diversified
land development standards under a comprehensive review process, while protecting the natural and
human environments (also see Benefits in the Magic Oaks FDD project summary narrative).
 
8. The property is located in Flood Zones VE, AE, and X.  Houses built closer to the marsh that are
eastward of the Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA) line will be within a Coastal A Zone, which
has stricter building code standards and height requirements that must be met during construction.
 
9. No Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) study is warranted for this development because it doesn’t meet
the threshold of 500 ADT.  27 home sites x 10 ADT = 270 ADT.
 
10. The Future Land Use (FLU) map designates this entire 19.03 acre tract as Conservation
Preservation (see FLU map attached). A change to the FLU map would be warranted for this
proposed development.  Staff researched deeds for this property and could not find any deed
restrictions that would have made this tract of land designated as Conservation Preservation in its
entirety.  Only the acreage of salt marsh should be designated this way because a single-family house
already exists on the uplands.  This is possibly a Future Land Use (FLU) mapping error in GIS.
 
11. A FLU map change would be required from Conservation Preservation to Medium Density
Residential for the 8.3 acres of upland to support the zoning change to FDD.  The proposed project
and draft plans for 27 single-family lots shows a Gross Density of 3.42 units per acre, and a Net
Density of 4.06 units per acre.  This Net density meets density standards to be classified as Medium
Density per our Land Use Regulations (see attached Site Plan).  The current GR zoning for the
middle portion of the tract would allow for multi-family up to 16 units per acre OR lots with a minimum
of 6,000 sq. ft.
 
12. Buffers are not required for single-family residential property per Chart 2 of Sec. 1201.9, however,
the developer has shown a proposed 50’ Coastal Wetland Protection Buffer listed on the site plan to
limit habitable structures near the salt marsh (see notes on Plan).  Also the developer has provided a
wetlands determination report and proposes a voluntary 10’ wetland buffer to all freshwater wetlands
on site.
 
13. A tree survey was provided and it listed numerous protected trees and several grand trees on this
tract.  A variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) would need to be granted to
remove any grand trees.  The applicant plans on saving more tree canopy than the minimum
requirements of Sec. 1301.13 (Pres of Tree Canopy) to beautify the development.   The plans show
approximately 49 protected trees to be saved or 1,034” measured at DBH.  This exceeds our new
Tree Regulations requirements.
 
14. Rezonings must be heard and voted on through three (3) readings by County Council.    The final
plat for this major subdivision development will need to be approved by the Planning Department prior
to any land disturbance or permits.  If a Major Change occurs on the approved FDD plan, then it must
be taken back through PC and Council with a public hearing.

 
15. Further permits/approvals from Midway Fire, Georgetown County Stormwater, Santee Cooper,
Georgetown County Water and Sewer District (GCWSD), Zoning, and Public Works will be needed



Georgetown County Water and Sewer District (GCWSD), Zoning, and Public Works will be needed
before final approval and land disturbance may begin.
 
16. All lots will have frontage and driveway access from a newly created 50’ private right-of-way street.  
The applicant intends for the development to be gated.  A South Carolina Department of
Transportation (SCDOT) encroachment permit will be needed for ingress/egress off U.S. Hwy 17.
 
17. The developer’s sketch plan indicates leaving a 50’ existing vegetative buffer on the front of the
property near Hwy 17 suppressing the highway traffic noise and to “camouflage” the view of the homes
from the street.  An amenities center with a pavilion/meeting space, pool, open space, and visitor
parking will be provided, as well as a private kayak launch near the marsh.   The property owner
envisions a thoughtfully designed project with beautiful homes and as many trees left as possible.  The
low impact design of incorporating the stormwater retention under the street in the right-of-way will
remove any unsightly drainage ponds, allow for the retention of more trees, and will help add to the
overall esthetics of the neighborhood.
 
18. There is a small area that will be located within the amenities space that has cremains, both human
and animal.  SCDHEC has no jurisdiction or regulations over cremains. This space will be fenced and
left as a memorial.

19. In conclusion, this rezoning is in line with the area, yard, and height requirements of other zoning
districts along Hwy 17 through Pawleys Island.  The typical land use pattern for the area shows
Conservation Preservation (CP) over the marsh and inlet, General Residential (GR) inland and along
the marsh front, and General Commercial (GC) up towards the highway for commercial uses.  This
rezoning to FDD will eliminate multi-family, townhomes, and commercial uses on this property and will
be keeping with adjacent residential lot sizes along the marsh.   If the FDD rezoning is approved, staff
recommends the following conditions:

1. An amendment to the Future Land Use (FLU) map from CP to Medium Density Residential is
required.

2. Signage for the development will comply with the zoning ordinance allowance for   subdivisions;
3. Parking for the amenities area will be a pervious surface; and,
4. Final approvals and/or permits from Midway Fire, GC Stormwater, DHEC-OCRM, SCDOT, GC

Public Works, and GCWSD.

20. After hearing staff's report, information from the applicant, and public input from some neighboring
property owners, the Planning Commission made a motion to approve the rezoning request to a FDD,
with a vote of 5-1 in favor of the motion.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

OPTIONS:
1. Approve as recommended by the Planning Commission.
2. Defer for 30 days pending further requested information.
3. Remand back to the Planning Commission for more information.
4. Deny the rezoning request.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends approving the rezoning of 8.3 acres to FDD, with conditions, as recommended by
the Planning Commission on 2/15/24.

ATTORNEY REVIEW:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Ordinance No. 24-06 Cover Memo
Tanner Rezoning to FDD Application Packet Backup Material
LAND PLAN FOR FDD Backup Material
GC.SURVEY TOPO AND TREE Backup Material
Current Zoning Backup Material
FLU Map Backup Material
Aerial Photo Map Backup Material



 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   ) 
                )  ORDINANCE NO. 24-06 
COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN     ) 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY, REGARDING 8.3 ACRES OF TMS NUMBER 04-
0158-060-00-00, LOCATED ALONG U.S. HWY 17 IN PAWLEYS ISLAND, 
FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) AND GENERAL RESIDENTIAL (GR) 
TO A FLEXIBLE DESIGN DISTRICT (FDD). 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS OF 
GEORGETOWN COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN COUNTY COUNCIL 
ASSEMBLED TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF GEORGETOWN COUNTY, 
SPECIFICALLY TMS NUMBER 04-0158-060-00-00, LOCATED ALONG U.S. 
HWY 17 IN PAWLEYS ISLAND, FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) AND 
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL (GR) TO FLEXIBLE DESIGN DISTRICT (FDD), AS 
REFLECTED ON THE ATTACHED LAND PLAN DATED 8/21/23, NARRATIVE 
DATED 1/25/24 AND WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
 

1. An amendment to the Future Land Use (FLU) map from CP to Medium 
Density Residential. 

2. Signage for the development will comply with the zoning ordinance 
allowance for   subdivisions. 

3. Parking for the amenities area will be a pervious surface. 
4. Final approvals and/or permits from Midway Fire, Georgetown County 

Stormwater, OCRM, SCDOT, Georgetown County Public Works, and 
GCWSD. 

   
  
DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED THIS __________ DAY OF _______________, 2024. 

 
 
___________________________________ (SEAL) 
Louis R. Morant 
Chairman, Georgetown County Council 
 

ATTEST: 
 
___________________ 
Theresa Floyd 
Clerk to Council 
 
This Ordinance, No. 24-06,  has been reviewed by me and is hereby approved as to form 
and legality. 
     _____________________________________ 



John D. Watson  
     Georgetown County Attorney 
 
First Reading: _______________________________ 
 
Second Reading: _____________________________ 
 
Third Reading: _______________________________ 
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50' COASTAL PROTECTION BUFFER INTENDED TO LIMIT
HABITABLE STRUCTURES NEAR THE SALT MARSH.
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SHEDS AND SIMILAR USES WILL BE ALLOWED.

OWNER NOTES:
DAVID E TANNER

VICINITY MAP
TMS# 04-0158-060-00-00
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Georgetown County Council held a Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, February 13th, 2024, at 5:30 
PM in the Howard Auditorium, 1610 Hawkins Street, Georgetown, South Carolina. 
 
Present: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson   

 
Staff:  Jackie Broach,     Theresa Floyd, 

Public Information Officer Clerk to Council  
 
Angela Christian   John D. Watson, 
County Administrator  County Attorney  

    
Other staff members, members of the public, and representatives of the media were also present.  In 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was sent to newspapers, 
television, and radio stations, citizens of the County, Department Heads, and posted on the bulletin 
board in the historic Courthouse. 
 
Chairman Louis R. Morant called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM. Councilor Everett Carolina gave an 
invocation, and all joined in the pledge of allegiance.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Councilor Bob Anderson moved to amend the meeting agenda to defer action on two matters: Report 
(6a) Procurement #23-061, Roll- off Truck for Solid Waste Collections; and Report (10b) Third reading 
of Ordinance No. 23-45 to amend the Pavilion Square Flexible Design District (FDD). Councilor Everett 
Carolina seconded the motion.  Chairman Morant called for discussion, and none occurred.  
 
In favor:  Bob Anderson    Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina   Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott    Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
Councilor Clint Elliott moved for approval of the meeting agenda with the previously approved 
changes.  Councilor Stella Mercado offered a second on the motion. Upon a call for discussion from 
the Chairman, there was none.  
 
In favor:  Bob Anderson    Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina   Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott    Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson  

 
 
 



Georgetown County Council 
                                        Meeting Minutes 

 February 13, 2024 

 2

SPECIAL REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS:  
Nonprofit Spotlight- Multiplying Good 
Dan Hoppe, Executive Director of Multiplying Good of South Carolina, gave a presentation on behalf 
of the organization. The non-profit organization, which focuses on youth, has been in existence for 
52 years. The ultimate goal of this organization is to prepare youth for leadership in their 
communities. This is done through a recognition and celebration-based platform, which recognizes 
outstanding public services among communities. The program is offered at no cost to middle and 
high school students across the State of South Carolina. One of Georgetown County’s outstanding 
school participant is Andrews High School, where students implemented “Blessing Boxes” for those 
in need within their community.  
 
Outstanding Achievement Award 
Human Resources Director, Walt Ackerman, introduced Mr. Robert Benfield of South Carolinas 
Counties Workers’ Compensation Trust and the South Carolina Counties Property and Liability Trust. 
Mr. Benfield stated that there are 41 South Carolina counties within the Trust, and Georgetown has 
been one of those counties for many years. Every year in January, the Trust seeks out counties that 
do a great job of saving lives, time, and money, and acknowledges those counties that do activities 
worthy of recognition.  
 
Georgetown County has been recognized and awarded two awards in honor of their achievements:  
The Outstanding Safety Achievement Award was earned for Georgetown County’s two-phase heat 
stress management prevention program. The Central Safety Committee proposed a policy position 
that was approved by the County Administrator.  The policy directed the County on how to manage 
equipment and employees that are working out in the hot sun. Subsequently, Holly Laycock, 
Georgetown County Risk Manager, and her team went out into the field and conducted training 
classes for employees. 
 
In addition to this achievement, Georgetown County Risk Manager, Holly Laycock, was nominated by 
Florence County for the Outstanding Service Award, for the outstanding help that she personally gives 
to other South Carolina counties so that these counties can improve their safety programs as well.  
 
Proclamation No 24-03 
Human Resource Director, Walt Ackerman, introduced a Proclamation in honor of Chief Magistrate, 
Judge Isaac Pyatt, who has recently retired after 40 years of service to Georgetown County. Mr. 
Ackerman said Judge Pyatt was amazing at leading his staff through many ups and downs over the 
years, and he was always the same man inside of a courtroom full of people that he was outside. He 
will greatly be missed by Georgetown County.  
 
Councilor Lillie Jean Johnson moved for approval of Proclamation No. 24-03, in honor and recognition 
of Judge Isaac Pyatt upon the occasion of his retirement from Georgetown County. Councilor Everett 
Carolina offered a second on the motion. Upon a call for discussion from the Chairman, there was 
none.  
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In favor:  Bob Anderson    Stella Mercado 
Everett Carolina   Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott    Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson  
 

Judge Pyatt was presented with a framed copy of the proclamation surrounded by other Summary 
Court Judges, staff, family and friends.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
John Sconyers 
Captain John Sconyers, owner of Aces of Fishing Charters in Murrells Inlet, came to speak to County 
Council about proposed changes to the County’s boat ordinance. He voiced appreciation to the 
members of County Council who responded to his recent letter.  He voiced concerns regarding the 
section the ordinance that restricts the length of vessels permitted to utilize public landings.  If there 
is a limit on 30 ft. vessels, local businesses will have to use marinas, which will make the costs of doing 
business astronomical. He understands that Council is concerned about insurance, however, he 
stated that insurance is not an issue. His clients are protected under his insurance policy from the 
moment they step out of their car, to the moment they get back into it. Mr. Sconyers thanked County 
Council for their time, and stated that he wanted them to see a face of someone who is affected by 
this ordinance.  
 
Chris Spigner 
Ms. Spigner addressed County Council with safety concerns regarding the boat ordinance. She stated 
that Rover Tours has been safely operating for 29 years, and has never had an accident when loading 
and unloading passengers for tours. They send employees to line up passengers where they wait for 
the vessel to tie off on the dock. Once the boat is safely docked and ready for passengers, an 
employee takes the passengers down to the floating dock and helps everyone on to the boat. Once 
all passengers are seated, a safety information orientation takes place prior to leaving the dock. Upon 
arrival back to the doc after their tour, passengers are asked to stay seated until the boat is secured 
to the doc and a mate has opened the gate. Ms. Spigner once again states that this is done safely and 
has been done so since 1995.  
 
Matt Long 
Captain Matt Long, Real Myrtle Beach Fishing Charters, addressed County Council regarding the boat 
ordinance.  He stated that if this Ordinance passes in its current form that he will potentially be put 
out of business, as he cannot afford to use a marina. This would not only impact him, but all of his 
employees that will also be unemployed.  Captain Long told County Council that his business does 
have a million-dollar policy taken out on both of his vessels.  His passengers are covered from the 
moment they step out of their vehicles, to the moment they step back in. In terms of taking up space 
at the boat ramps, he stated that those who are chartering boats are the ones who have boat 
operators that are experiences, trained, and knowledgeable. Delays at unloading and trailering boats 
are unusually those who only recreationally use their boats. He implored County Council to reconsider 
the size limitation currently proposed in the boat ordinance.  
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Clarissa Tuten 
Ms. Tuten addressed County Council with safety concerns that Country Council has brought up in 
regard to the boat ordinance. She stated that in order to be an interpreter or mate here on a tour 
boat, her training only consisted of safety. This included safe loading and unloading of passengers, 
safety briefings for guests, mandatory overboard trainings and much more. She stressed to County 
Council that the vessel is set to dock no more than 5 minutes before the tour as they do not want to 
cause a hindrance to recreational boaters. Ms. Tuten echoed Councilor Newton’s concerns that 
Winyah Bay can be a dangerous place for both locals and non-locals. However, she said that allowing 
tours on Winyah Bay helps ensure the safe travels and recreation of those who are not well versed in 
boat operation or safety. She pled with County Council to consider amending the boat ordinance.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Three matters on the Consent Agenda were approved previously during the meeting by virtue of the 
agenda approval process: 
  
Procurement #23-062, Four (4) ATV’s and Two (2) Side by Side Utility Vehicles – County Council award 
a bid to Rumble On Dealers, Inc. dba as Ride Now Power Sports of Irving, Texas, at a total of  
$70,740.47, inclusive of delivery plus any additional sales tax.  
 
Procurement #24-003, Oak Creek Dredging – County Council awarded a construction contract and 
Purchase Order in the amount of $534,686.55 to Ahtna Marine & Construction Company to perform 
the Oaks Creek Dredging work.  
 
Procurement #24-009, Historic Courthouse Duct Cleaning – County Council awarded a construction 
contract associated with Procurement No. 24-009 to Trane’s OMINA and authorized the  
appropriation of an additional $100,000 from the fund balance to cover smaller flood related 
expenses.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Ordinance No. 24-01 
County Council held a public hearing on Ordinance No. 24-01.  Chairman Louis R. Morant opened the 
floor for public comments on Ordinance No. 24-01, and Ordinance to amend the Future Land Use 
(FLU) map for 3 Parcels, located at 46 Channel Bluff Avenue and 13236 Ocean Hwy, identified as 
TMS#s 04-0141-07600-00, 04-0141-077-0-00 and 04-0141-078-00-00, from Medium Density 
Residential to Transitional.  No one spoke on the matter, and Chairman Louis Morant closed the floor 
for public comments pertaining to Ordinance No. 24-01.  
 
ORDINANCES-Third Reading 
Ordinance No. 23-38 
Third reading of Ordinance No. 23-38 was introduced by County Attorney, Jay Watson.  Mr. Watson 
responded to various questions pertaining to this ordinance from members of County. Council.   
 
Following the discussion, Councilor Clint Elliott moved for third reading approval of Ordinance No. 
23-38, an Ordinance to amend Chapter 6 Section 6-3 of the Georgetown County Code of Ordinances 
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Pertaining to Public Boat Landings Regulations. Councilor Bob Anderson offered a second on the 
motion. Chairman Louis Morant called for discussion on the motion. 
 
Councilor Clint Elliott made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 23-38, paragraph d (3) to remove the 
30’ length restriction. Councilor Stella Mercado offered a second on the motion. Chairman Morant 
called for discussion on the amendment. 
 
Councilor Raymond Newton moved to further amend Ordinance No. 23-38,  as follows, “loading or 
unloading of any cargo of passengers for hire or compensation except and excluding Captains who 
hold a current operation of uninspected passengers' vehicles license commonly known as six-pack or 
charter boat Captain’s license of a vessel with no more than that 6 passengers for charter, to 
additionally permit 40ft. tourist vessels with a qualified captain and crew that are Coastguard 
inspected and can carry up to 40 passengers shall be permitted to utilize the Carroll Ashmore 
Campbell Marine Complex. Permits for the larger boats may be obtained through Parks and 
Recreation, and the number issued, per year, will be at their discretion.  Councilor Everett Carolina 
offered a second on the motion.   
 
Chairman Morant called for any further discussion on the first amendment, prior to the vote.  
Councilor Raymond Newton stated that he believes removing the 30 ‘length restriction serves the 
County’s constituents well along with our local businesses and the commercial fishing industry. He 
stated that removal of this content takes a worry and a burden off of those constituents' backs. 
 
Councilor Everett Carolina stated that Georgetown County promotes tourism, and this is another 
form of tourism. Visitors come here to fish, shop at our boutiques, eat at our restaurants, and take 
boat tours on the waterways. He believes limiting ecotourism will also be limiting employment 
opportunities for individuals in the tourism and deep-sea fishing field. These business owners have 
presented that they have the required insurance and safety plans that eliminate liability from being 
an issue. Lastly, he stated that Georgetown County has an amazing Risk Management Department 
that could share its expertise on increasing the safety at our public boat landings.  
 
Councilor Bob Anderson stated that when concerns were raised in regards to the restriction on boat 
length, Country Council did its due diligence to fix the issue. Council did reach out to boat 
manufacturers to determine how large the new vessels being produced are in order to help them 
make a better decision for the constituents.  
 
Councilor Stella Mercado asked County Administrator, Angela Christian, if she could look into 
insurance and permitting to insure that the commercial users of the boat landings would have the 
proper insurance and any other safety requirements needed before they use those landings.  The 
Administrator stated that she would respond back to County Council with a proposal on requirements 
in order for these vessels to safety use public boat landings. The Chairman called for further 
discussion on the amendment to Ordinance No. 23-38. 
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In favor: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 
Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
The Chairman called for further discussion on the motion for a second amendment to Ordinance No. 
23-38, pertaining to permitted use of the Carroll Ashmore Campbell Marine Complex by commercial 
vessels.  
 
Councilor Everett Carolina stated that this is another form of tourist generated business in the form 
of eco and waterway tourism. He stated that this is a type of business would enhance learning about 
Georgetown County.  
 
Councilor Raymond Newton stated that County Council is about to vote, not in regards to one 
business, but on an entire industry within Georgetown County. He feels that if a member of County 
Council votes against this proposal, they need to take a deeper look at what they are actually voting 
against. There is construction equipment being loaded and unloaded at our public county landings 
on a daily basis. These are not small vessels, rather these are large barges that are bringing in heavy 
equipment such as backhoes, track hoes etc. that weigh tons and tons. This equipment is being 
transported via public boat landings for a commercial purpose.  Other industries that use our boat 
landings include commercial crabbers, and the commercial boats that gather oysters, clams, and our 
county also has a local shad fishing industry. Councilor Newton then stated that, a vote against this 
amendment is a vote against the entire industry. This would indicate that Georgetown County is not 
a business-friendly county. He said if there is a legitimate reason why County Council shouldn’t at 
least try with the passing of this Ordinance that he would like to hear it. Councilor Newton added that 
commercial businesses, logging trucks and others, use our roadways every day. They pay county 
taxes, and a road user fee to do so, just like the rest of us.  The owners of these commercial vessels 
pay taxes to use these boat landings just like the rest of us.  They are not getting anything for “free”.  
There was no further discussion, and Chairman Morant called for the vote on the second amendment 
to Ordinance No. 23-38.  
 
In favor: Everett Carolina  Raymond Newton 
 
Opposed: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 

Clint A. Elliott   Louis R. Morant   
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
The amendment failed to receive a majority vote, and did not pass.  

 
Chairman Morant called for the vote on third reading approval of Ordinance No. 23-38 (including 
the amended language regarding vessel lengths), and the vote was as follows:  
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In favor: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 
Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
Ordinance No. 23-45 
At the request of the applicant, County Council deferred third reading consideration of Ordinance 
No. 23-45 to amend the Pavilion Square Flexible Design District (FDD). 
 
Ordinance No. 24-01 
Councilor Stella Mercado moved for third reading approval of Ordinance No. 24-01, an ordinance to 
amend the Future Land Use (FLU) map for 3 parcels, located at 46 Channel Bluff Avenue and 13236 
Ocean Hwy, identified as TMS#s 04-0141-076-00-00, 04-0141-077-00-00 and 04-0141-078-00-00, 
from Medium Density Residential to Transitional. Councilor Clint Elliott offered a second on the 
motion. Upon a call for discussion from the Chairman, there was none.  
 
In favor: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
Ordinance No. 24-02 
Councilor Stella Mercado moved for third reading approval of Ordinance No. 24-02  to rezone three 
parcels located at 13236 Ocean Hwy and 46 Channel Bluff Avenue in Pawleys Island, TMS# 04-0141-
076-00-00, 04-0141-077-00-00 and 04-0141-078-00-00, from 10,000 square feet residential (R-10) 
and General Commercial (GC) to Neighborhood Commercial (NC). Councilor Clint Elliott offered a 
second on the motion. Upon a call for discussion from the Chairman, there was none.  
 
In favor: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
ORDINANCES – First Reading 
Chairman Louis Morant read the following ordinance into the record by title only: 
 
Ordinance No. 24-04 – An Ordinance to amend the FY24 Operating Budget of Georgetown  
County.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Council Meeting – January 23, 2024 
Councilor Clint Elliott moved to adopt the minutes of the County Council meeting held on January 23, 
2024. The motion was seconded by Councilor Stella Mercado. Upon a call for discussion from the 
Chairman, there was none.  
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In favor: Bob Anderson   Stella Mercado 

Everett Carolina  Louis R. Morant  
Clint A. Elliott   Raymond Newton 
Lillie Jean Johnson 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Morant called for further business to come before County Council prior to adjournment. 
Councilor Everett Carolina stated that for the past three years he has been making statements 
regarding the “Clementa C. Pinckney Hate Crimes Act”. On October 8th, 2019, Georgetown County 
Council passed Resolution No. 19-22 supporting the enactment of legislation against hate crimes in 
South Carolina.  Since that date, our state legislators have yet to pass this much needed state law. 
This has left Wyoming and South Carolina as the last two states without such laws. Councilor Carolina 
asked the County Administrator, County Attorney, and Chairman Morant to put further emphasis on 
this request by writing an annual letter to the members of our local delegation.  He said he will 
continue to read this statement in the first two months of each New Year until this law has been 
passed.  
 
Being no further business, Councilor Clint Elliott moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded 
by Councilor Stella Mercado. The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PM.    
 
 
 

________________________________ 
         Date  

 
  _________________________________ 

Clerk to Council 
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